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. 1, We transmit herewith for. Headquarters information a selection of press 2_

clippings covering the current controversy surrounding the BtV. For thi.
convenience of the addredsees we will summarize briefly the developments and
some of the background.

2. The 1 September issue of Stern magazine which appeared on 27 August
contained an expose, by Stern Bonn correspondent Peter STAEHLE, of Bi"V eMatfer
Erie . WENGER'S SS background:in an article entitled "The Man Without a.Nraillen.
STAEHLE did not mention WENGER'S name because the BfV's GERKEN had reMinded
him:4x months previously of several court deciaions which judged revelation
of an operational  BfV official's identity togethermith his APecific ihnotion 
to be tantamount to treason. However, follow-0p newspaper articles on
28 August identified both WENGER and STRUEBING as BfV officials with SS'', • back-
ground. (Comment; It 16 most unlikely that criml,rej proceedings wiX1ba„

MiO

initiated against any of the press orgen“or 	 1on b --	 '1'0106111c
... [ i0i, tr.,duties.of WENGER and STRUEBING were not ' . ti	 .	 ,It I l,,,, _,-

Interior Ministry explained to the press that less than two percent-of the
Bitapployees held SS ranks during the Nazi period and thete were hired only
after careful investigation' to insure against hiring anyone who was simpected
of having committed crimes' under the Nazi regime. The 6 September iseueof the
Hamburg weekly Die Zeit 'which appeared on 5 September carried a second article
by Peter STAEHLE attacking WENGER and other Br/ staffers with SS background.
In addition the article accused : the BlY of employing among its investigative
techniques such illegal practices as telephone taps and mail censorship.
According ( to the article this is accomplished through collusion with the
Western allies who have retained this right from the occupation period. WENGER
was singled out as one of the principal conspirators in this illegal activity.
The ramifications of this article including subsequent press reaction have been
covered in cable traffic and will not be treated further here. Furthermore,
it appears that the affair is yet. far. .f.rom closed.

•
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When the BfV was created oonsiderable difficulty was encountered in
finding qualified employees untainted with an SS past.. Accordingly, o limited
number of persons of such background were employed, some of them initially on
a contract basis. In some cases this BlV practice was opposed by the Allies in
others it was tolerated. Later, when the Federal Republic regained her
sovereignty and BfV personnel practices were no longer subjecit to Allied review,
some of the contract employees, among the WEN 	 AsCIER04040e4p
early as 1953 the appropriate parliamentaf, committees were briefed on th

vs. 

practice, and they offered no objections. According tb BfV officials this
briefing included identity and background of the personnel in question.. Thus,
no Specific effort was made to conceal the fact that these persons were employed
by the BfV. However, the um-Qs; and FELFE oases stimulated journalistic
interest in former Nazis in the inte4igence and security services. It is
strongly suspected that this interest was further inspired by enemies of
WENGER within the BfV who leaked information to the press. After appearance
of the newspaper articles on 27 and 28 August the BfV contacted Herbert WERNER
to':-Seund him out on the SPD's attitude on the issue of frmer SS,personalities
inthe BfV. According to the BfV's Dr. NOLLAG, WEIR edve firm assurenqe that
the-SPD would create no difficulties for the BfV. The :t4sue his, of cOrille,
nOWbeen further complicated by linking the presence of :oTmer SS persbnalities
in the BfV with' charges of employment of illegal investiative practices. So
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far both President SCHRIXEIBERS and the Tator4p Miniatry have taken the
pcS;Sition that, barring the initiodbactlaps* WS ,fIrcogtotory information on
SnOt the personalities in tipeet1047i0000011:tgeno reverse/ of.**

made somOvere ego "40-0040w1MON* , ' . _ .., the responsible
or Ministry offictifaa Aliell*Ikr OONLV110 bl publicity such as hat

x*PO4tly experienced, and tootAmmilw4herOat sump& Anytet3g*ptve-*044niques
w144X:;reOuire considerable 04001 474340Pro from the RV 10041k.,144,.
1,*teiloi, MIOLotz% 3t10*34 tiW 	 . 	 4•Pliton as _	 . • •

. press become great enough to . • : Alp. I ts to 14;41 'floor 0120 .
tnittitateut pressure . " s ,b,t,9040$1;04 to roroft.* 41r.000us th question to getter** oge00100 XeOs	 .'.4 the
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would be itorely felt by the NV'. ty't	 time it is difficult to
IM4644 :thetany such action *Old 13* 1#1/400*(tWames it were applied
44tbriaLy to all persons with Alat,lobttoicgrOsodigo other intelligence and
segOrity agencies including the BM. the WV* and all criminal police agencies..•,'

Already in April 19041,00p the BM became aware that an expose on
W/000 was being, threatened b 	 Peter STABBTAIii several of the
k4;i1Vir euggloe suspected	 T to was aspotred by an-entarlif*EN(ER
with#Atesiarv, probably 040	 owacsubobalmotes. The recent article
014MOLIOU'olearly demonstrates that these snargIlions were well founded.
F*tharMdre STAEHLE confirmed to( .thathis soUroes were
*OlYtaWila with inside knowledgg—PutfOils Cr7414404LEss remarks were reported
inISOnn WI) Even before the Patent r4044V-0404ty tholWrao atoiiipa GERKEN
WOrmod oa that he had nerr1000104(A40*0 000.$1004o to three Of f440 .5.: WENGER
100,4 only one of the	 ...etiqteres to. the an but alscr-onif the
Mor02014tod. He 64404te. : - .:40e$,,,A$04m* Oat rather firmly#0* some
at ot	 ;soul* ezza Levi •	 *OW -0.tom* Thom are sAa***.PrONsuspeCts on GaRKEtee 14404 t would simeer thkt there
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